Patient Safety Goal 3

Improve the Safety of -
Medication ALERT

DOUBLE
CHECK

/ High Alert Medications
These are drugs that bear a
heightened risk of causing patient
harm when they are used in error. In
SVUH, the high alert list includes
insulin, opioids, anticoagulants and

/ \ How can |, as a member of staff, contribute to this
Concentrated Electrolytes g0al?
These are concentrated solutions of - Correct prescribing
electrolytes that require dilution or other - Safe storage

- Correct labelling
- Safe handling
- Ensure correct drug identification

preparation before intravenous
administration. In SVUH, these include:

potassium chloride ampoules, - Correct patient identification
potassium phosphate ampoules, and - Safe administration
magnesium sulphate 50% (h]gher - Adherence to guidelines on the use of these

\ strength) ampoules. / drugs

Refer to QPulse for:

PPG-ORG-105: High Alert Medications Policy

PPG-ORG-101: Sound Alike Look Alike Drugs (SALADS)

PPG-ORG-159: Policy for the Use of Oral and Intravenous Potassium and Guideline for the treatment of low potassium (hypokalaemia)
Refer to: SVUH Medicines Guide available on SVUH Intranet located under “My Systems”
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